
DERRY  
WALLS 

DAY
Saturday 13th September  

Guildhall Square  
from 11.00am until 4.00pm

  The Mason’s  
Treasure Hunt  
from Guildhall Square.

 Free access to heritage buildings and hidden spaces around the City Walls.   

   Pop-up museum in Guildhall Square  
involving displays of 17th C weapons, demonstration of stone carving by NIEA and meet 
historical performers from 1614: Peter Benson, the chief mason, Manus O’Cahan, captain 
and local landowner, Matthias Springham, merchant tailor from London. 

  The Playhouse’s History Detective School  
in Guildhall Square

   Meet historical performers around the Walls 
18th C Presbyterian Minister at First Derry; 17th C Jacobite Prisoner on Grand Parade;  
19th C Head Cook in the Deanery Basement; 17th C Master Gunner at Double Bastion.

Programme: 

Team name:________________________________ 
(must include a character or place relevant to the history of the Derry Walls)  worth 1 gold piece

Follow the trail of historic buildings and hidden spaces in and around the City Walls, 
looking for clues and answering the questions along the way.   
Each correct answer is worth one piece of gold.
There are 20 pieces of gold to collect in total; get them all to be in with a chance of winning the treasure!

Children who have visited the History Detective School in Guildhall Square (Saturday Only) will have been empowered 
with a secret password, which when presented to the guides at each location will result in a special clue being revealed.

National Trust Great NI Walks  
and European Heritage Open Day
Sunday 14th September 2pm-4pm 
• The Mason’s Treasure Hunt from No 1 St Columb’s Court.

•  Meet historical performers around the Walls: Peter Benson, Chief Mason in Guildhall 
Square; 17th C Jacobite Prisoner on Grand Parade; 19th C Head Cook, Deanery Basement

• Free access to heritage buildings and hidden spaces around the City Walls



The Mason’s Questions  
(worth one gold coin each)

1. The Guildhall (open Sat and Sun) 
The decoration within and outside of this building tells  the story of the City of London’s involvement in creating the new city of 

London-Derrie in the early 1600s. But the Gaelic clans who previously held County Donegal and Derry are also given a mention. Name 
one of the four most important Gaelic Clans referred to in the decoration within the Guildhall.

2. Tower Museum (open Sat and Sun)
This modern building is a replica the O’Doherty Tower House which once stood nearby, further up the street. Maps from early 1600’s 

show that the Tower House survived the building of the City Walls. It was reused by the settlers within the Walls and its new use gave rise 
to the present-day name of the street that goes up along the Walls. What was the new use?

3. First Derry Presbyterian Church and the Bluecoats Museum (open Sat and Sun pm)
The children who used to attend the school here wore blue coats, hence the name of the museum at the back of this church. The mu-

seum has a collection of Communion Tokens on display. What is the date on the oldest communion token?

4. The Plinth and Royal Bastion on Grand Parade (open Sat and Sun pm)
The Plinth is all that remains of Walker’s Pillar, erected in 1826 to honour one of the Governors during the Siege of Derry. You can still 
climb up the inside to get great views of the Walls and you can see how Derry was once an island. Around the faces of the Plinth are the 

names of the heroes of the Siege, loyal to King William. What are the names on the side facing the Bogside?

5. St Augustine’s Church (open Sat and Sun pm)
The graveyard contains some of the oldest headstones in Derry. One of the earliest has been preserved on the wall within the porch. Its 

crest is a hand on a helmet. At the bottom, upside down, is inscribed a family name. What is that surname?

6. The Cannon on Double Bastion (open Sat and Sun)
The two large cannon on Double Bastion were sent from London to Derry in 1642 by the London Companies. Mr Abraham Preston 
was paid 10 shillings for inscribing the names of the London Companies on the barrels of the cannon. One of the cannon on Double 

Bastion has the name of the Fishmongers but what is the company name inscribed on the other?

7. St Columba’s Heritage Centre at the Long Tower Chapel (open Sat and Sun pm)
This used to be the Wee Nuns’ School but why it was called so, we’re not quite sure because everyone who went there remembers  the 
Nuns as being very tall! Long Tower Chapel is close by the site of the first Cathedral in Derry dedicated to St Columba. The graveyard 

contains headstones of bishops, soldiers, tradespeople and of course nuns. Ask at the heritage centre for directions to a gravestone erected 
in 1816 to the memory of their parents by a brother and sister emigrating to America; on the gravestone they ask “ This stone is not to 

be removed until they return”. We don’t know if the two children ever returned but what we want to know is their first names.

8. Free Masons’ Hall (open Sat only)
The Blue Plaque outside tells us that Cecil Frances Alexander the Hymnwriter once lived in this building. Give the title of a popluar 

hymn that she wrote.

9. The Basement of the Deanery (open Sat and Sun)
The servants working ‘below stairs’ were summoned upstairs by the bells which still hang in the basement. How many bells are there?

10. St Columb’s Cathedral (open Sat only)
Peter Benson, the chief mason for the building of Derry’s Walls is listed in this Cathedral’s register as having died in 1642. We don’t know 

where he is buried but on the London Street end of the building stands the headstone of one of his descendants. What was his trade? 

11. The Postern Gate on the outside of Church Wall in the Fountain.
This tunnel through the City Walls was used by the defenders to sneak out and attack the besiegers from behind. It has an alternative 

name to ‘postern’ gate which is also a girl’s name. What is the alternative name?

12. No 1 St Columb’s Court (open Sat and Sun)
We are still trying to work out the history of this building. Most recently it was the offices of the Irish Society and the Londonderry 
Chamber of Commerce. During WWII it was used by the Canadian Navy as a reading room. But prior to that its history is hazy.  
A little plaster has fallen off the side of the building facing Bishop St to reveal some lettering; we think it might say “Haberdashery 

School”. Look up above the entrance door on St Columb’s Court and tell us the date of this Georgian period building.
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Correctly completed Mason’s Treasure Hunt forms will be entered into a draw for the following prizes;

1st Prize £100 of local shopping vouchers

There will be 4 runner-up prizes each of £50 of  local shopping vouchers.

There will be a special prize of £50 of local shopping vouchers to the best ‘Walls400-selfie’ ie taken with a historical performer on 

the Saturday or Sunday and posted to Twitter including @thederrywalls in the message 

Mason’s Treasure Hunt forms must be returned to the National Trust Office at No 1 St Columb’s Court by 5pm on the Sunday.

Bring back evidence of your quest  
 Complete a drawing of a historical character you have met on the way.  

Or you could draw a historical building worth 7 gold pieces

www.walls400.com/derrywallsday
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